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performed in the field of engineering. Sub-
stantially all the activities of the group con-
sisting of Y, F, G, and H, are, in the aggre-
gate, performed in two fields, the fields of
engineering and architecture. Y may not
elect to have the affiliated group treated as
one taxpayer for purposes of determining
whether group members meet the ownership
test of paragraph (e)(5) of this section. The
election is available only if substantially all
the activities of the group, in the aggregate,
involve the performance of services in only
one qualifying field. Moreover, none of the
group members are qualified personal service
corporations. Y fails the function test of
paragraph (e)(4) of this section because less
than substantially all the activities of Y are
performed in a qualifying field. In addition,
F, G, and H fail the ownershp test of para-
graph (e)(5) of this section because substan-
tially all their stock is owned by Y and not
by their employees. The owners of Y are not
deemed to indirectly own the stock owned by
Y because Y is not a qualified personal serv-
ice corporation.

Example (9). (i) The facts are the same as in
example (8), except Y itself satisfies the
function tests of paragraph (e)(4) of this sec-
tion because substantially all the activities
of Y involve the performance of services in
the field of engineering. In addition, assume
that all employees of Y are involved in the
performance of services in the field of engi-
neering, and that all such employees own
100% of Y’s stock. Moreover, assume that
one-third of all the employees of Y are sepa-
rately employed by F. Similarly, another
one-third of the employees of Y are sepa-
rately employed by G and H, respectively.
None of the employees of Y are employed by
more than one of Y’s subsidiaries. Also, no
other persons except the employees of Y are
employed by any of the subsidiaries.

(ii) Y is a personal service corporation
under section 448 because Y satisfies both
the function and the ownership test of para-
graphs (e) (4) and (5) of this section. As in ex-
ample (8), Y is unable to make the election
to have the affiliated group treated as one
taxpayer for purposes of determining wheth-
er group members meet the ownership test of
paragraph (e)(5) of this section because less
than substantially all the activities, in the
aggregate, of the group members are per-
formed in one of the qualifying fields. How-
ever, because Y is a personal service corpora-
tion, the stock owned by Y is treated as indi-
rectly owned, proportionately, by the owners
of Y. Thus, the employees of F are collec-
tively treated as owning one-third of the
stock of F, G, and H. The employees of G and
H are similarly treated as owning one-third
of each subsidiary’s stock.

(iii) F, G, and H each fail the ownership
test of paragraph (e)(5) of this section be-
cause less than substantially all of each cor-
poration’s stock is owned by the employees

of the respective corporation. Only one-third
of each corporation’s stock is owned by em-
ployees of that corporation. Thus, F, G, and
H are not qualified personal service corpora-
tions.

Example (10). (i) Assume that Y, a C cor-
poration, directly owns all the stock of three
subsidiaries, F, G, and Z. Y is a common par-
ent of an affiliated group within the meaning
of section 1504(a) consisting of Y, F, and G. Z
is a foreign corporation and is excluded from
the affiliated group under section 1504. As-
sume that Y is a holding company whose ac-
tivities consist of its ownership and invest-
ment in its operating subsidiaries. Substan-
tially all the activities of F, G, and Z involve
the performance of services in the field of en-
gineering. Assume that employees of Z own
one-third of the stock of Y and that none of
these employees are also employees of Y, F,
or G. In addition, assume that Y elects to be
treated as one taxpayer for determining
whether group members meet the ownership
tests of paragraph (e)(5) of this section.
Thus, Y, F, and G are treated as one tax-
payer for purposes of the ownership test.

(ii) None of the members of the group are
qualified personal service corporations. Y, F,
and G fail the ownership test of paragraph
(e)(5) of this section because less than sub-
stantially all the stock of Y is owned by em-
ployees of either Y, F, or G. Moreover, Z fails
the ownership test of paragraph (e)(5) of this
section because substantially all its stock is
owned by Y and not by its employees.

(6) Application of function and owner-
ship tests. A corporation that fails the
function test of paragraph (e)(4) of this
section for any taxable year, or that
fails the ownership test of paragraph
(e)(5) of this section at any time during
any taxable year, shall change from
the cash method effective for the year
in which the corporation fails to meet
the function test or the ownership test.
For example, if a personal service cor-
poration fails the function test for tax-
able year 1987, such corporation must
change from the cash method effective
for taxable year 1987. A corporation
that fails the function or ownership
test for a taxable year shall not be
treated as a qualified personal service
corporation for any part of that tax-
able year.

(f) Exception for entities with gross re-
ceipts of not more than $5 million—(1) In
general. Except in the case of a tax
shelter, this section shall not apply to
any C corporation or partnership with
a C corporation as a partner for any
taxable year if, for all prior taxable
years beginning after December 31,
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1985, such corporation or partnership
(or any predecessor thereof) meets the
$5,000,000 gross receipts test of para-
graph (f)(2) of this section.

(2) The $5,000,000 gross receipts test—(i)
In general. A corporation meets the
$5,000,000 gross receipts test of this
paragraph (f)(2) for any prior taxable
year if the average annual gross re-
ceipts of such corporation for the 3 tax-
able years (or, if shorter, the taxable
years during which such corporation
was in existence) ending with such
prior taxable year does not exceed
$5,000,000. In the case of a C corporation
exempt from federal income taxes
under section 501(a), or a trust subject
to tax under section 511(b) that is
treated as a C corporation under para-
graph (a)(3) of this section, only gross
receipts from the activities of such cor-
poration or trust that constitute unre-
lated trades or businesses are taken
into account in determining whether
the $5,000,000 gross receipts test is sat-
isfied. A partnership with a C corpora-
tion as a partner meets the $5,000,000
gross receipts test of this paragraph
(f)(2) for any prior taxable year if the
average annual gross receipts of such
partnership for the 3 taxable years (or,
if shorter, the taxable years during
which such partnership was in exist-
ence) ending with such prior year does
not exceed $5,000,000. The gross receipts
of the corporate partner are not taken
into account in determining whether
the partnership meets the $5,000,000
gross receipts test.

(ii) Aggregation of gross receipts. For
purposes of determining whether the
$5,000,000 gross receipts test has been
satisfied, all persons treated as a single
employer under section 52 (a) or (b), or
section 414 (m) or (o) (or who would be
treated as a single employer under
such sections if they had employees)
shall be treated as one person. Gross
receipts attributable to transactions
between persons who are treated as a
common employer under this para-
graph shall not be taken into account
in determining whether the $5,000,000
gross receipts test is satisified.

(iii) Treatment of short taxable year. In
the case of any taxable year of less
than 12 months (a short taxable year),
the gross receipts shall be annualized
by (A) multiplying the gross receipts

for the short period by 12 and (B) divid-
ing the result by the number of months
in the short period.

(iv) Determination of gross receipts—(A)
In general. The term ‘‘gross receipts’’
means gross receipts of the taxable
year in which such receipts are prop-
erly recognized under the taxpayer’s
accounting method used in that tax-
able year (determined without regard
to this section) for federal income tax
purposes. For this purpose, gross re-
ceipts include total sales (net of re-
turns and allowances) and all amounts
received for services. In addition, gross
receipts include any income from in-
vestments, and from incidental or out-
side sources. For example, gross re-
ceipts include interest (including origi-
nal issue discount and tax-exempt in-
terest within the meaning of section
103), dividends, rents, royalties, and an-
nuities, regardless of whether such
amounts are derived in the ordinary
course of the taxpayer’s trade of busi-
ness. Gross receipts are not reduced by
cost of goods sold or by the cost of
property sold if such property is de-
scribed in section 1221 (1), (3), (4) or (5).
With respect to sales of capital assets
as defined in section 1221, or sales of
property described in 1221 (2) (relating
to property used in a trade or busi-
ness), gross receipts shall be reduced by
the taxpayer’s adjusted basis in such
property. Gross receipts do not include
the repayment of a loan or similar in-
strument (e.g., a repayment of the prin-
cipal amount of a loan held by a com-
mercial lender). Finally, gross receipts
do not include amounts received by the
taxpayer with respect to sales tax or
other similar state and local taxes if,
under the applicable state or local law,
the tax is legally imposed on the pur-
chaser of the good or service, and the
taxpayer merely collects and remits
the tax to the taxing authority. If, in
contrast, the tax is imposed on the tax-
payer under the applicable law, then
gross receipts shall include the
amounts received that are allocable to
the payment of such tax.

(3) Examples. The following examples
illustrate the provisions of paragraph
(f) of this section:

Example (1). X, a calendar year C corpora-
tion, was formed on January 1, 1986. Assume
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that in 1986 X has gross receipts of $15 mil-
lion. For taxable year 1987, this section ap-
plies to X because in 1986, the period during
which X was in existence, X has average an-
nual gross receipts of more than $5 million.

Example (2). Y, a calendar year C corpora-
tion that is not a qualified personal service
corporation, has gross receipts of $10 million,
$9 million, and $4 million for taxable years
1984, 1985, and 1986, respectively. In taxable
year 1986, X has average annual gross re-
ceipts for the 3-taxable-year period ending
with 1986 of $7.67 million ($10 million + 9 mil-
lion + 4 million ÷3). Thus, for taxable year
1987, this section applies and Y must change
from the cash method for such year.

Example (3). Z, a C corporation which is not
a qualified personal service corporation, has
a 5% partnership interest in ZAB partner-
ship, a calendar year cash method taxpayer.
All other partners of ZAB partnership are in-
dividuals. Z corporation has average annual
gross receipts of $100,000 for the 3-taxable-
year period ending with 1986 (i.e., 1984, 1985
and 1986). The ZAB partnership has average
annual gross receipts of $6 million for the
same 3-taxable-year period. Since ZAB fails
to meet the $5,000,000 gross receipts test for
1986, this section applies to ZAB for its tax-
able year beginning January 1, 1987. Accord-
ingly, ZAB must change from the cash meth-
od for its 1987 taxable year. The gross re-
ceipts of Z corporation are not relevant in
determining whether ZAB is subject to this
section.

Example (4). The facts are the same as in
example (3), except that during the 1987 tax-
able year of ZAB, the Z corporation transfers
its partnership interest in ZAB to an individ-
ual. Under paragraph (a)(1) of this section,
ZAB is treated as a partnership with a C cor-
poration as a partner. Thus, this section re-
quires ZAB to change from the cash method
effective for its taxable year 1987. If ZAB
later desires to change its method of ac-
counting to the cash method for its taxable
year beginning January 1, 1988 (or later),
ZAB must comply with all requirements of
law, including sections 446(b), 446(e), and 481,
to effect the change.

Example (5). X, a C corporation that is not
a qualified personal service corporation, was
formed on January 1, 1986, in a transaction
described in section 351. In the transaction,
A, an individual, contributed all of the assets
and liabilities of B, a trade or business, to X,
in return for the receipt of all the outstand-
ing stock of X. Assume that in 1986 X has
gross receipts of $4 million. In 1984 and 1985,
the gross receipts of B, the trade or business,
were $10 million and $7 million respectively.
The gross receipts test is applied for the pe-
riod during which X and its predecessor
trade or business were in existence. X has av-
erage annual gross receipts for the 3-taxable-
year period ending with 1986 of $7 million ($10
million + $7 million + $4 million÷3). Thus, for

taxable year 1987, this section applies and X
must change from the cash method for such
year.

[T.D. 8143, 52 FR 22766, June 16, 1987, as
amended by T.D. 8329, 56 FR 485, Jan. 7, 1991;
T.D. 8514, 58 FR 68299, Dec. 27, 1993]

§ 1.448–2T Nonaccrual of certain
amounts by service providers (tem-
porary).

(a) In general. Except as otherwise
provided, this section applies to any
person using an accrual method of ac-
counting with respect to amounts to be
received from the performance of serv-
ices by such person. This section ap-
plies to such persons regardless of
whether such persons changed their
method of accounting from the cash
method under section 448. For example,
this section applies to a taxpayer who
used an overall accrual method of ac-
counting in taxable years prior to 1987.

(b) Nonaccrual-experience method;
treatment as method of accounting. Any
person to whom this section applies is
not required to accrue any portion of
amounts to be received from the per-
formance of services which, on the
basis of experience, will not be col-
lected. This nonaccrual of amounts to
be received for the performance of serv-
ices shall be treated as a method of ac-
counting under the Code (the non-
accrual-experience method).

(c) Method not available if interest
charged on amounts due—(1) In general.
The nonaccrual-experience method of
accounting may not be used with re-
spect to amounts due for which inter-
est is required to be paid, or for which
there is any penalty for failure to time-
ly pay any amounts due. For this pur-
pose, interest or penalties for late pay-
ment will be deemed to be charged by
a taxpayer if such treatment is in ac-
cordance with the economic substance
of a transaction, regardless of the char-
acterization of the transaction by the
parties, or the treatment of the trans-
action under state or local law. How-
ever, the offering of a discount for
early payment of an amount due will
not be regarded as the charging of in-
terest or penalties for late payment
under this section, if (i) the full
amount due is otherwise accrued as
gross income by the taxpayer at the
time the services are provided, and (ii)
the discount for early payment is
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